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January 2018 

 

A Very Happy New Year & Happy Beekeeping to all 

members of West Sussex BKA and to those of you reading this news-
letter from outside of the county.   

At the end of another year we can look forward to all that the New Year 
has to offer:  Jim Ryan’s workshop and the Convention in February;  our 
Bee Market and Auction in April; and another year of caring for our 
bees.  Hopefully, they in turn, will reward us with hours of pleasure as 
we continue to improve our craft and, maybe, a little honey. 

May your bees be gentle, healthy and productive in 2018.  

 

Happy New Year 
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BDI Update 

WSBKA Annual Convention - Saturday 24th February 

 

Full details of our Annual Convention are now available on the county 
website.  Here you can also download the Speakers’ profiles and the 
Booking Form.   www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk/convention.html 
 

As mentioned in the last newsletter, we have a renowned group of 
speakers and an impressive mix of lectures and seminars with some-
thing for everyone.   
 

A simple lunch will be included and there will be many opportunities 
to catch up with fellow beekeepers from around the county and be-

yond.  As always, Paynes Southdown Bee Farms will bring a range of equipment and books to the Conven-
tion for you to purchase.  
 

Special bonus for Beginner Beekeepers!  In conjunction with Paynes, we are pleased to offer a £10 
Payne’s voucher to the first 10 beekeepers from WSBKA who book a place at the Convention in 2018 and 
who have attended a Beginners’ training course at any Division of the WSBKA in 2017.  It is a special op-
portunity to make a beekeeping purchase with a high discount!  Qualifying members will receive separate 
notification in the coming days.   
 

We are hoping for record numbers to attend and encourage you to book early to ensure that you secure a 
place on your preferred seminars. 

Subscriptions and Premiums for 2018 will remain unchanged from 

2017.  Rates have been held for a number of years, despite IPT being raised re-
peatedly by Government to the current 12%.  Full details of the rates are on the 
BDI website. 

 

Annual General Meeting will again be held on the Friday of the BBKA Spring 

Convention: 13th April 2018 at 11:00 am.  A formal calling notice will be sent in 
the spring. 
Elections for the posts of non-executive directors will also be held and any indi-
vidual interested in assisting in this capacity is invited to contact Martin Smith, BDI President to discuss 
what is involved.  Expertise is sought in the fields of both insurance and research funding.  Individuals with 
a particular interest in the field of honeybee diseases are also sought. 

 

ReViVe.  Members will recall, associations were invited to co-fund a research project with BDI into ex-

panding the mechanism (called Super Exclusion) by which some colonies are able to live in conjunction 
with high levels of Varroa.  West Sussex was one of 60 member associations who agreed to provide 
£40,000 funding over three years, enabling the project to go ahead.  An update to contributing associa-
tions was sent out recently, and a research paper has recently been published by a member of the team 
that can be viewed on the BDI website: www.beediseasesinsurance.co.uk. 

 

GDPR – General Data Protection Regulations are new and extensive regulations that come into 

force in May 2018.  These will affect BDI, the BBKA and member associations.  BDI and the BBKA will be 
providing further updates and statements about these regulations in the coming months, both to provide 
guidance and to assist in compliance. 

http://www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk/convention.html
http://www.beediseasesinsurance.co.uk/
www.beediseasesinsurance.co.uk


Sandra Gray, Regional Bee Inspector, reports from the National Bee Unit.  Sandra’s full 
annual report can be viewed here: www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk/newsletters.html 
 

At the end of March 2017 I was appointed as the Regional Bee Inspector for the 
South East (East & West Sussex, Greater London, Kent and Surrey).  In my first 
year I have managed to visit several of your apiary sites, speak to you either on 
the phone, at the National Honey Show or by email and I very much look forward 
to meeting in the near future those of you who I did not see in 2017. 
 

I would like to take this opportunity of thanking Diane Steele for all her assistance 
not only during the handover phase but throughout the season whilst covering West and East Sussex in her ‘hands–
on’ field work.  The two Inspectors who joined in 2016, Hilary Hayward who covers Surrey, and Mark Patterson, 
who covers Greater London south of the river, have now completed their first season and many of you will have 
either spoken to them or had an apiary visit.  Brian McCallum has continued to cover north of the Thames, wel-
comed by old and new beekeepers alike; Kent is ably managed by both Michael Cooper, who has often crossed the 
border to East Sussex, and Kay Wreford who continues to be kept busy.  A big thank you from me to all the South 
East team for their hard work and support in 2017.  
 

As you will see the level of notifiable disease has increased by 62% in 
2017 in the South East and the number of package bee and queen im-
ports has dominated Inspector time.  Thankfully nothing was found and 
more details of import numbers is shown later in the report.  
 

The weather has a major influence on how well our colonies perform, not 
just for honey production at a specific time, but also on the vitality and 
viability of colonies from one year to the next.  Late winter was fairly 
warm and dry with higher than average sunshine hours.  Apart from one brief cold spell in March, the mild condi-
tions continued into April and colonies seemed to be building well for the winter-sown oilseed rape.  However, the 
weather turned cooler and unsettled with north-east winds persisting well into May.  Early flowering rape in some 
areas didn’t yield well but warmer weather and a mini heatwave towards the end of May suited later flowering 
rape. ‘Flaming’ June arrived with several days of sun and high temperatures to all regions; as I am sure you will re-
call, it was very hot working in a Bee suit!  After June, the nectar flow slowed down in many regions and by July 
some of the Inspectors were advising colonies be fed as they were on the brink of starvation. 
 

Queen rearing proved difficult again this year.  Some queens were drone layers from the start and others failed in 
late summer/early autumn.  Colonies were strong enough in early May to raise a good number of queen cells from 
grafts but reluctant to finish cells in queen-right colonies.  Mating was also hit-and-miss right through to mid-June 
due to the unsettled weather.   The result was that Inspectors reported a high queen failure rate, apparent after 
natural swarming as well as in artificial splits.  
 

The Seasonal Bee Inspectors and I encountered beekeepers who said that they did not do their autumn Thymol 
treatment in August as they saw no signs of Varroa.  Unfortunately the result was that Inspectors and I saw and 
reported a large amount of viral damage in September.  Varroa levels build up in late summer in many colonies and 
with it a noticeable increase in viral damage.  Treatments should be targeted before colonies start to produce their 
‘winter’ bees but monitoring of Varroa levels during the season will help determine whether an earlier treatment is 
required.  
 

Honey yields for the region were again variable with some beekeepers reporting little or no surplus but others in 
more favourable locations obtaining up to 70 lbs per colony.  
 

Sandra Gray   
Regional Bee Inspector – South East Region  
Tel. 01787 211465 or mob. 07775 119430  
Email: sandra.gray@apha.gsi.gov.uk  

Page 3 

South East Region Annual Report 2017   

Level of notifiable disease up 

by 62% in South East! 

http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/
http://www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk/newsletters.html
mailto:sandra.gray@apha.gsi.gov.uk


Around the Divisions 
 

All Members are welcome to attend any Divisional meeting, but please advise the organiser if you plan 
to attend. 

Central Sussex Division 

Details from Debbie Rowland: chairman@centralsussexbka.org.uk or website: 
www.centralsussexbka.org.uk 
 

Chichester Division 

Tuesday 9th January - ’Bumblebees’ , a talk by Nikki Gam-

mans  from the Bumblebee Conservation Trust at the Fish-
bourne Centre, Blackboy Lane, Fishbourne, Chichester, PO18 8BE 
at 7:30pm.  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Details from: secretary@chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk or website: 
www.chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk 
 

Wisborough Green Division 

Tuesday 30th January - A talk by Paul Cleaver at North Hall, Loxwood from 7:30pm.  Details from Sue 

Elliott: secretary@wgbka.org.uk  or website: www.wgbka.org.uk 
 

Worthing Division 

Thursday 11th January - Monthly Meeting at the Ferring Village Hall, Ferring Street, Ferring, BN12 

5JP  at 7:30pm.   
Further details from Len Lewis: secretary@worthingbeekeepers.org.uk or the Division’s website: 
www.worthingbeekeepers.org.uk  
 

... and Dates for your Diary 
 
 

Friday 9th - Sunday 11th February - ‘Making Good Use Of Your Beeswax’ 
with Jim Ryan.  Hampers Green Community Centre, North Street, Petworth, 
GU28 9NL.  Hosted by Wisborough Green BKA.  See article in the November 
Newsletter. 

Saturday 17th & Sunday 18th February - BIBBA Conference at The Eden 
Project, Bodelva, Cornwall, PL24 2SG .  See article in the November Newsletter. 

Saturday 24th February - WSBKA Annual Convention.  Lodge Hill Centre, Watersfield, Pulborough, RH20 
1LZ.  Details in this Newsletter and on the county website. 

Friday 13th - Sunday 15th April - BBKA Spring Convention 2018.  Harper Adams University, Newport, 
Shropshire, TF10 8NB.  Tickets go on sale this month.  Visit www.bbka.org.uk. 

Saturday 21st April - Annual Bee Market & Auction, now in its 43rd year.  Chichester College’s Brinsbury 
Campus, North Heath, Pulborough, RH20 1DL.  Full details to follow in future Newsletters. 
 

 

We are now on facebook so if you would like your  events featured please send details to 
the Editor. 
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‘Share your Division’s 

activities with readers of the 

County News’ 

mailto:chairman@centralsussexbka.org.uk
http://www.centralsussexbka.org.uk
mailto:secretary@chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk
http://www.chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk
mailto:secretary@wgbka.org.uk
http://www.wgbka.org.uk
mailto:secretary@worthingbeekeepers.org.uk
http://www.worthingbeekeepers.org.uk
http://www.bbka.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/West-Sussex-Beekeepers-Association-631084173737575/
https://www.facebook.com/westsussexbeekeepers/


Melvyn’s Missive 

Chairman,  Melvyn Essen, writes for the County News 
 

Happy new beekeeping year! 
 

Well, it’s United Nations ‘World Bee Day’ on Sunday 20th May.   It 
will be interesting to see if the BBKA take this on board for 2018.  
Anyway, our Divisions can take it on if they wish.  I think as far as I’m 
concerned, any initiative is worth taking advantage of to keep bees 
and beekeeping in the limelight.  Below is a snippet from a WBD leaflet: 
  

‘Raising public awareness of the importance of bee and apicultural products has an important role in the 
effort to protect bees and help the beekeeping sector’. 
 

Therefore, the Republic of Slovenia, on the initiative of the Slovenian Beekeepers’ Association proposed 
to the United Nations (UN) that the 20th of May is declared ‘World Bee Day’. The EU has also unanimously 
backed it. 
 

It’s good to see that the Asian Hornet’s nest in Devon was found before any drones and queens had been 
produced, it shows we must all be vigilant. 
 
 

Melvyn 
chairman@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 
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BBKA Update 

A Winter Update from the BBKA can be viewed here:  
http://mailchi.mp/05b753965e6e/winter-highlights-from-bbka-196565?e=39ce99bedd 

NDB Short Courses 2018 

All the NDB courses are heavily subsidised by DEFRA as part of the Healthy Bees 
Plan so cost only £88 per student per course.  This fee includes all consumables, 
course handouts, refreshments and a light lunch on both days.  For expert tuition 
by highly-qualified tutors, this represents very good value for money. 
 

Dates are from February to September during 2018 and venues include Morden in Surrey and Devon. 
 
For full information or to book a place on any of the courses please visit the website: 
 
https://national-diploma-beekeeping.org/front-page/short-courses/ 
 
https://www.facebook.com/NationalDiplomaBeekeeping/ 

mailto:chairman@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk
http://mailchi.mp/05b753965e6e/winter-highlights-from-bbka-196565?e=39ce99bedd
https://national-diploma-beekeeping.org/front-page/short-courses/
https://www.facebook.com/NationalDiplomaBeekeeping/
https://worldbeeday.org/en/


We’re on the web: 
www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

 

Thanks to all this month’s contributors.  If you don’t have access to the internet and want further details 
of anything in this newsletter, please contact the Editor & County Secretary.  Likewise, if you would like to 

contribute to future newsletters please send articles and photographs to: 
 

Graham Elliott, Editor & County Secretary, no later than the 20th of  the preceding month. 
secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

M E M B E R S '  C O U N T Y  N E W S L E T T E R  

 
 
Previous newsletters from the last 12 months are available 

on the website. 
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A reminder that the Annual Bee Market and Auction, now in its 43rd year, will be held 
on Saturday 21st April.  The venue is again Chichester College’s Brinsbury Campus in 
Pulborough. 
 

Full details and an Entry Form will be available on the website within the next few 
weeks.  But in the meantime, it’s time to take stock of all that surplus beekeeping 
equipment you may wish to sell at the Auction.  Remember, the equipment must be 
clean and in a saleable condition.  Any bees offered for sale must have been inspected 
by the Regional or Seasonal Bee Inspector within 14 days of the Auction. 
 

Again, a team of volunteers will be required to manage the event and ensure a successful experience for the Associ-
ation, buyers and sellers.  So if you can offer some time please contact me. 

 

Graham 
secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

...and finally 

Bee Market & Auction 

Would you like to be paid to look after some colonies of bees in West Sussex?  You will need to be experienced in 
all areas of bee management.  If so please contact Martin on 07966 509424.  If I don't answer ( I may be driving) 
leave a message on dunctonwoodhoney@gmail.com.  
 

Martin 

Beekeeping Opportunity 

http://www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk
mailto:secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk
mailto:secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/West-Sussex-Beekeepers-Association-631084173737575/
https://www.facebook.com/martin.hill.58555?fref=gs&dti=124512464883889&hc_location=group
mailto:dunctonwoodhoney@gmail.com

